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wife of thirty-five years, Linda Mendoza; broth-
er, Jim Mendoza; daughter, Jolynn 
McClelland; son, Jarrod Mendoza; grand-
children, Collin and Luke McClelland and 
Layla Mendoza; in addition to his numerous 
nieces, nephews, extended family, and close 
friends. 

f 

CELEBRATION OF THE 25TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF ELASTEC/AMER-
ICAN MARINE 

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 28, 2015 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
acknowledge the celebration of the 25th Anni-
versary of Elastec/American Marine. 

Elastec/American Marine is a company that 
manufactures pollution recovery systems, fo-
cusing in international oil spill recovery. The 
company has over 100 employees, and its 
headquarters are located in Carmi, Illinois, 
with another location in Fairfield, Illinois, that 
opened in 2012. The company has received 
numerous awards for not only its products, but 
its employees and operations as well. 

Twenty-five years ago, CEO Donnie Wilson 
and VP Jeff Cantrell combined their skills to 
create a drum oil skimmer and established 
Elastec. Over the years, with investors, Direc-
tor Bill Harmon, the continuing development of 
systems and products, among other contribu-
tors, Elastec/American Marine has become a 
leader in manufacturing systems of pollution 
recovery. These systems and products reach 
over 145 countries. 

I am honored to have a company that is 
recognized for such work within my district, 
and I look forward to hearing about its contin-
ued success. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO OFFICERS MICHAEL 
SMITH, CHRISTOPHER ROMANO, 
AND WILLIAM FOSTER 

HON. JOHN KATKO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 28, 2015 

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Officers Michael Smith, Christopher 
Romano, and William Foster of the Syracuse 
New York Police Department. On July 1, 
2015, Officers Smith and Romano responded 
to the scene of a dispute call when they ob-
served smoke coming from the second floor 
windows of a neighboring building. After im-
mediately notifying the 911 dispatch center, 
along with Officer Foster’s arrival, the three of-
ficers sprung to action and entered the burn-
ing building in search of potential residents. 
Due to these officer’s heroic actions, three oc-
cupants, including a pregnant mother and her 
child were saved, unscathed from the home. 

Officer Smith was appointed to the Syra-
cuse Police Department on September 5, 
1997 and has since been assigned to the Pa-
trol Division. Officer Romano was appointed 
on July 25, 2005 and was also assigned to the 
Patrol Division. Officer Foster was appointed 
to the Syracuse Police Department in 1986 
and has since been assigned to the K9 unit. 

Officers Smith, Romano and Foster have 
each bravely served the Syracuse New York 
Police Department for over ten years. I am 
proud to share in the recognition of Officers 
Smith, Romano, and Foster as first-rate offi-
cers, performing tremendous service to the 
people of Syracuse, New York. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF PRATT & 
WHITNEY ON THE OCCASION OF 
THE 90TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
THEIR INCORPORATION 

HON. LOU BARLETTA 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 28, 2015 

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I congratulate 
the great aerospace manufacturer Pratt & 
Whitney on the 90th anniversary of their incor-
poration. Beginning with the first 24 men and 
two women who reported to work in 1925, and 
continuing through today, Pratt & Whitney’s 
main purpose has been to build ever newer 
and better aircraft engines. 

Today, that small company has grown to 
employ more than 31,000 people, including 
many in my district, in well-paying jobs in ca-
reers they can be proud of. Pratt & Whitney 
employs 103 people in Middletown, Pennsyl-
vania, and I’m proud to say that they are look-
ing to expand to over 200. This is cutting edge 
technology that, in turn, is putting food on the 
table for folks back home. 

In the last ninety years, there have been 
few innovations that have affected our daily 
lives as much as the jet engine. And Pratt & 
Whitney has been there every step of the way 
for every improvement and breakthrough in 
technology. 

Mr. Speaker, Pratt & Whitney has defined 
aviation, and built dependable engines for nine 
decades. And I wish them all of the best for 
their next 90 years. 

f 

IN HONOR OF TOM GREER 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 28, 2015 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and career of Tom Greer, an 
outstanding public servant on the occasion of 
his retirement as general manager of the Mon-
terey Regional Airport. His exceptional career 
has spanned nearly five decades and included 
both military and civil service. 

After graduating from Auburn University in 
Alabama in 1965 with a degree in aviation 
management, Tom joined the Marines and 
was sent to Officers Candidate School in 
Quantico, Virginia. Upon receipt of his wings 
as a Naval Flight Officer in March 1967, he 
was assigned to various Fighter/Attack squad-
rons flying F–4B Phantom in over 320 combat 
missions in Vietnam. 

Following his release from active duty in 
March 1970, Tom was selected as Airport Di-
rector for Golden Triangle Regional Airport 
near Columbus, Missouri. Under his excep-
tional leadership, this new airport was con-
structed from the ground up, opening success-
fully in the fall of 1972. Tom then took his 

aviation management skills to Salt Lake City, 
where he served as Director of Operations for 
the Salt Lake City Airport Authority. His guid-
ance allowed the airport to remain operational 
while undergoing major expansion programs 
to accommodate a new hub for Western Air-
lines, now Delta. He then served in various 
capacities for Burbank-Glendale-Pasadena 
Airport authority from 1984 until 1999. During 
his tenure, passenger traffic increased from 
two million to over five million, and a new ter-
minal building was constructed for the 70 year 
old facility. 

We have been blessed to have Tom serving 
as General Manager for the Monterey Penin-
sula Airport District since December of 2003. 
Some of his numerous accomplishments in-
clude the Terminal re-model, the TSA screen-
ing moved to a central location, a contract for 
Fire Services with the City of Monterey, and, 
currently, the Runway Safety Area Project and 
Airport Master Plan Project. 

Throughout his extraordinary career, Tom 
has received numerous awards for his con-
tributions to the profession. He was the recipi-
ent of the American Association of Airport Ex-
ecutives (AAAE) Leadership Award in 2000, 
served as AAAE chairman in 2003, received 
the Distinguished Service Award in 2005, and 
the Chair’s Award for 2008. He was named 
Airport Manager of the Year in 1988 and re-
ceived the Chapter’s Award of Distinction in 
2003. 

Mr. Speaker, the Central Coast is exception-
ally grateful to Tom for his service to the com-
munity, the aviation industry, and the country. 
I wish nothing but the best for Tom in his re-
tirement, and I know he looks forward to 
spending more time with his wonderful family, 
including his five children and thirteen grand-
children. 

f 

ROBERT FISHER 

HON. KATHY CASTOR 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 28, 2015 

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate and to recognize Robert 
Fisher upon his recent election to the Board of 
Directors at the National Association of Fed-
eral Credit Unions. 

Mr. Fisher has served as the President and 
CEO of Grow Financial Federal Credit Union 
for 23 years and his dedication to the commu-
nity has been an outstanding asset to the 
Tampa Bay area. It is a testament to his lead-
ership that Grow Financial is ranked as one of 
the best places to work in the Tampa Bay 
Times’ employee survey of Top Workplaces. 

Mr. Fisher has previously served on the 
Board of Directors of the Tampa Bay Partner-
ship Regional Economic Development Group, 
the Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta Jackson-
ville Branch, and he has chaired the Finance 
committee of the Greater Tampa Chamber of 
Commerce Board of Directors. 

Mr. Fisher’s knowledge and experience with 
serving his community and the financial serv-
ices sector will undoubtedly benefit National 
Association of Federal Credit Unions as he 
has a deep understanding of the challenges 
and issues that lie ahead with credit unions at 
both the state and federal level and I look for-
ward to working with him in his new capacity. 
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Mr. Speaker, I join the Tampa Bay commu-

nity in thanking Mr. Robert Fisher for his ex-
ceptional service, not only to our district, but to 
the State of Florida. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF MRS. ARLINE 
FRANCES DENNIS ON THE OCCA-
SION OF HER 100TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. LOU BARLETTA 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 28, 2015 

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor 
to recognize my constituent, Mrs. Arline 
Frances Dennis, as she celebrates her 100th 
birthday. Arline presently resides with her son 
in Shickshinny, which I am proud to say is in 
my district. She has continually served our 
area through her involvement in the church 
and in the community as a whole. 

Arline was born on November 23, 1915 in 
Reyburn, Pennsylvania. She grew up attend-
ing a one room school, and later went on to 
graduate from Shickshinny High School. 
Growing up, she belonged to the Reyburn 
Bible Church, where she was an active mem-
ber of the congregation. As an avid piano 
player and energetic teacher, Arline taught 
Sunday school and helped to organize a num-
ber of the church’s Christmas programs. She 
also dedicated her time to the church youth 
group, ‘‘Christian Endeavor.’’ 

In 1939, Arline married Charles Elmer Den-
nis, and the two were married for 63 years be-
fore Charles passed away in 2002. They have 
two sons together, Wayne Charles and Zane 
Elmer. The family attended Harmony Meth-
odist Church, where Arline played the piano, 
directed the choir, and taught Sunday School, 
and Charles was the Sunday School super-
intendent. Later, the two went on to be found-
ing members of the Woodland Bible Chapel. 
With her love for music and community, Arline 
continued to play the piano and teach Sunday 
school at this new house of worship. Though 
she no longer plays the piano or teaches, 
Arline continues to attend services at Wood-
land Bible Chapel. 

Outside of church, Arline has served our 
community in a variety of roles. For 16 years, 
she proudly served as the Judge of Elections 
in Union Township, located in Luzerne County. 
Furthermore, in addition to giving private piano 
lessons to over 500 students until 2010, Arline 
also taught music at Muhlenburg Christian 
Academy for 22 years, touching the lives of 
many students until she retired at the age of 
90. With a passion for travel, Arline also co-
ordinated community bus trips to New Jersey 
and Florida. In fact, during their marriage, 
Arline and Charles visited every state in the 
continental US and also traveled to Hawaii 
and Israel. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish to recognize Mrs. Arline 
Frances Dennis on this important milestone, 
and to thank her for her time spent serving our 
area. Arline’s commitment to her faith, family, 
and community are admirable, and I wish her 
a happy and healthy 100th birthday celebra-
tion in the company of family and friends. 

NATURAL GROCERS 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 28, 2015 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Natural Grocers’ efforts to 
promote healthy eating through their free edu-
cational outreach over the last 60 years. 

Natural Grocers by Vitamin Cottage was 
founded by Margaret and Phillip Isely and is 
based in Lakewood, Colorado. In 2015, they 
were recognized as the 11th fastest growing 
Colorado public company. Their mission is to 
provide shoppers with an affordable, healthy 
lifestyle as well as empower them to take con-
trol of their own wellbeing. 

Not only does Natural Grocers supply Colo-
radans with healthy food options, they also 
provide customers personalized nutrition infor-
mation to help them meet their nutritional 
goals. Natural Grocers has provided Colo-
radans free nutrition education programs since 
1955. Their health coaches organize nutri-
tional outreach programs to numerous schools 
and businesses, as well as hold in-store cook-
ing demonstrations and nutrition classes. 

Additionally, I regularly hold my ‘‘Govern-
ment in the Grocery’’ events at Natural Gro-
cers stores around my district. These events 
give me the opportunity to visit with constitu-
ents in their communities on topics ranging 
from veterans issues, the economy and jobs 
to foreign policy. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege to congratu-
late Natural Grocers for their accomplishment 
in promoting healthy eating through edu-
cational outreach and I commend them for 
their dedication to providing extraordinary 
services to Colorado customers. I wish Natural 
Grocers all the best in their next 60 years of 
operation. 

f 

IRANIAN NUCLEAR STATE ‘‘INEVI-
TABLE’’ UNDER FLAWED WEAP-
ONS DEAL 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 28, 2015 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, 
President Obama continues to tell Congress 
and the American people that the Iran nuclear 
agreement is the best deal possible and ad-
vances peace. Such boasting collapses under 
scrutiny. What was previously unacceptable— 
an Iranian nuclear state—is now inevitable 
under the terms and conditions of what is offi-
cially known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan 
of Action. 

Tragically, the deal is riddled with serious 
flaws, gaps, and huge concessions to Iran. 
Taken as a whole, the deal poses an existen-
tial threat to Israel, our allies in the region— 
and even poses significant risks to the United 
States, despite assurances from Secretary of 
State John Kerry in testimony before the 
House Foreign Affairs Committee today. 

Not only is Iran now permitted to continue 
enriching uranium—a previous nonnegotiable 
redline was no enrichment whatsoever—but 
inspections are anything but ‘‘anytime, any-
where’’—the Obama Administration’s previous 
pledge to the nation and the world. 

And the key restriction on Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram—the ability to enrich at high levels—be-
gins to expire in as little as 10 years. Once 
these restrictions expire, Iran could enrich on 
an industrial scale and the U.S. and its allies 
will be left with no effective measures to pre-
vent Iran from initiating an accelerated nuclear 
program to produce the materials needed for 
a nuclear weapon. 

On the inspections front, Iran’s Supreme 
Leader Khamenei has stated that he will 
‘‘never’’ permit inspectors to inspect Iran’s mili-
tary bases. Even after the agreement was 
signed, the Iranian Minister of Defense report-
edly said that ‘‘Tehran will not allow any for-
eigner to discover Iran’s defensive and missile 
capabilities by inspecting the country’s military 
sites.’’ 

Given Iran’s repeated cover-ups of its clan-
destine nuclear program, its refusal to give the 
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
access to its Parchin military facility where 
Iran is believed to have tested detonators for 
nuclear warheads, and its stone-walling the 
IAEA concerning evidence that it had done ex-
tensive research and development on a nu-
clear explosive device, verification is funda-
mental to ensure that Iran is abiding by the 
agreement’s terms. Secretary Kerry, after an 
Iranian history of refusal to allow inspections 
at Parchin, would only assure us of inspec-
tions there ‘‘as appropriate,’’ whatever that 
means. 

Yet the agreement contains many limits on 
access by IAEA inspectors to suspected sites, 
including a 24-day period in which Iran is al-
lowed to continue to refuse the IAEA’s request 
to visit a facility followed by a very long proc-
ess needed to increase pressure on Iran to 
permit access if it still blocks access by in-
spectors. During this period, Iran will have suf-
ficient time to remove, cover up, or destroy 
any evidence. ‘‘Managed access’’ would be 
better called ‘‘manipulated access’’ as inspec-
tors will get access to suspected sites only 
after consultations between the world powers 
and Iran, over as long as 24 days—or more. 

Under Secretary of State Wendy Sherman 
has said that pledges by Obama Administra-
tion officials that the agreement would guar-
antee ‘‘anywhere, anytime’’ inspections of 
Iran’s nuclear facilities were only ‘‘rhetorical.’’ 
Mere words without substance? Why would 
our allies in the region trust us if our word— 
and negotiating positions-are indeed only rhe-
torical flourish? 

Congress recently discovered that the 
United States and other P5+1 members have 
left the IAEA and Iran to work out inspection 
details in secret, which could allow Iran to sim-
ply submit samples and make its own certifi-
cation of compliance in lieu of actual inspec-
tion of facilities such as Parchin. 

Mr. Speaker, the IAEA has uncovered sig-
nificant evidence that Iran has engaged in ac-
tivities related to the development of a nuclear 
weapon. Despite many agreements with the 
IAEA in which Iran has pledged to provide sat-
isfactory information, the IAEA has repeatedly 
said that Iran has given it virtually nothing. 
Secretary of State Kerry has said that the U.S. 
has ‘‘absolute knowledge’’ of Iran’s past mili-
tary activities regarding its nuclear program, 
but Gen. Michael Hayden, the former Director 
of the CIA, recently testified to Congress that 
the U.S. did not have that capability. 

Furthermore, as witnesses testified at a joint 
hearing this afternoon by three Foreign Affairs 
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